BARBARA
by land ot sea, he pulled all the strings he could to convey
him to the scenes of action, and his zeal was noticed and well
regarded in the highest circles.
So far all is well, and the conduct of our hero will command
general approbation. We now approach a phase upon which
the judgment of individuals and periods will vary. In all
his journey Marlborough found two, and only two, love-
romances. Two women, both extraordinary beings, both
imperious, tempestuous personalities, both well-known
historical figures, are woven successively into his life. Here
and now the first appears. We have already made her
acquaintance.
At the beginning of 1671 John Churchill, grown a man,
bronzed by African sunshine, close-knit by active service and
tempered by discipline and danger, arrived home from the
Mediterranean. He seems to have been welcomed with
widespread pleasure by the Court, and by none more than
by Barbara, now become Duchess of Cleveland. She was
twenty-nine and he twenty. They were already affectionate
friends. The distant degree of cousinly kinship which
had hitherto united them had sanctioned intimacy, and
did not now prohibit passion. Affections, affinities, and
attractions were combined. Desire walked with opportunity,
and neither was denied. John almost immediately became
her lover, and for more than three years this .wanton and
joyous couple shared pleasures and hazards. The cynical,
promiscuous, sagacious-indulgent sovereign was outwitted
or outfaced. Churchill was almost certainly the father of
Barbara's last child,1 a daughter, born on July 16,1672, and
the ties between them were not severed until the dawn of
his love for Sarah Jennings in 1675.
It is an exaggeration to speak of Churchill as " rivalling
the King in his nearest affection." After ten years Charles II
was already tiring of the tantrums and divagations of the
Duchess of Cleveland, and other attractions made their power
1 Cf, G. S. Stcinmann, Barbara, Duchess of Cleveland^ p. 235, quoting Abel Boyer,
Annals.   See the plate facing p. 66,
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